Be Prepared!

“When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she makes present this
ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the
Savior’s first coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second coming”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church no. 524).

The Church’s five liturgical seasons (Advent, Christmas, Easter, Lent, and
Ordinary Time) that begin with Advent avail us grace opportunities through
their liturgy, spirituality, and theology. Advent is a grace-filled season in
which we prepare to celebrate the most significant event in human history;
the incarnation- the birth of Christ- Christmas. The readings of this season
will always invite us to prepare for this great feast.

In this season of Advent, we read about two prophets: Prophet Isaiah, who
prophesied about the coming of Christ and his mission as the Prince of Peace
(Isaiah 9:5-6), and Prophet John the Baptist, the precursor, and the
forerunner of Christ, who announced and called for immediate preparation
for Christ’s coming, which the Gospel of Matthew today invites us to be
prepared for the coming Jesus Christ. At the foundation of the preparation
for Christ’s coming is what St. Paul invites us to do in the second reading:
“Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.”

Jesus is the Light of the World. The uniqueness of the Advent wreath and
candles for this season of preparation invites us to allow the light of Christ to
overcome every darkness in our lives so that we become children of light.
As we look at the light of the advent candle, let it be a reminder that Christ
wants his presence to shine in our hearts so that now and always, we are
prepared to be the light of the world. Amen.

Blessed Cyprain Iwene Tansi- Pray for us!



