Jesus, the King Who Serves And Saves!

Today is the Solemnity of Christ the King, the 34th Sunday, Year C, and the last Sunday of the
Church's liturgical year. Next Sunday, we begin the Advent season in preparation for Christmas.
Therefore, the Church devotes this last Sunday of the Liturgical year to honoring Christ, her
founder, and savior, as the King of the universe. He is not a King in the earthly sense but a King
who came to serve and save us. Hence, St. Paul describes Jesus' Kingdom in the 2nd reading
(Colossians 1:12-20), "For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell, and through him to
reconcile all things for him."

The first reading today is from the Second Book of Samuel (2 Sam 5:1-3), telling us how David
became King of Israel. Despite his weaknesses and sinfulness, we recognize David as the
greatest King of Israel. It is on the backdrop of the earthly and temporal kingship of David that
Luke's Gospel (Luke 23:35-43) this Sunday reports the account of the crucifixion of Jesus and
the encounter of Jesus with two thieves crucified with him. One of the thieves that were crucified
with him recognized his eternal kingdom and believed in him as the King, who serves and saves.
Consequently, he pleaded, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."

Like the thief who recognized the kingship of Jesus, Jesus wants us to recognize him as the King
of our lives, who serves and saves us. If Jesus is the King of our lives, we must remember him in
our daily choices and decisions. The simple question we can ask ourselves this week as we
prepare to begin the Advent season is, "Where is Jesus, the king, in my life." Do I allow this
kingdom I profess, pray, and celebrate to reign in my life? As we describe, his kingdom is truth,
justice, peace, and love. Let us ask him for the virtues we need to make his kingdom reign in our
everyday life and see him always in our lives as our King. Amen.

This week, on Thursday, November 24th, we will gather as family and friends to celebrate this
year's Thanksgiving Day. It is a special day to thank God for all his immeasurable love and
blessings. It is also a day to thank God for the gifts of one another. As we celebrate this year’s
Thanksgiving, let these words of St. Paul, "In everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4:6-7) inspire and
uplift all of us.

Blessed Cyprain Iwene Tansi- Pray for us!



