“Go and do likewise”

“Everything the true Christian has is to be regarded as a good possessed in
common with everyone else. All Christians should be ready and eager to come to
the help of the needy.... A Christian is a steward of the Lord’s goods”
(Catechism of Catholic Church, no. 952).

The Eucharist we celebrate is the sacrament of love. It offers us opportunities to
reflect and experience the love of God. This great love is what God has shown to
us through the gift of his only son, our Lord Jesus, who St. Paul describes in the
2nd reading as “the image of the invisible God...making peace by the blood of his
cross....” This gift of love we share should turn us into gifts of love to others.

The readings of each Mass direct us in different ways. God is calling us to go and
share this love. What God wants us to do is not something far-fetched but
something within our reach. Our first reading puts it like this: “it is something very
near to you, already in your mouths and in your hearts; you have only to carry it
out.” Thus, the practical lessons from the parable of the Good Samaritan in
today’s gospel are what God calls us to carry out. Just as Jesus told the scholar,
“Go and do likewise,” he sends us out always to become the “good Samaritan” of
our time.

God is calling us in different ways to become the best of gifts to others. Our
compassion should always be followed by our actions, as the Samaritan did when
he saw the victim in pain. We pray that the good Lord will help us not pass by
those who need our help as the priest and Levite did in the gospel. Instead, let us
imitate the excellent examples of the Samaritan to be truly good neighbors to
others. Amen.

“In truth I tell you, in so far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did to me” (Matthew 25: 40).



